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John Wood and Paul Harrison  

Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) 

 

Internationally renowned artists John Wood and Paul Harrison will be 

exhibiting their 2001 work, Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) at West 

Bromwich arts centre, The Public, from 27 January to 20 May 2012.   

Since 1993, Paul Harrison and John Wood, have been producing short films 

that investigate the relationship between the human body and architecture, 

and the tension that is created between the environment and its inhabitants.   

Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) consists of a series of twenty six 

short films, each between 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length, in which the 

artists use simple slapstick and concise artistic actions to explore rhythm and 

synergy within different surroundings.   

Shot against a clear white background, closely resembling the drawings from 

which the works are developed, the film draws on the themes of comedy, 

tragedy and irony to identify how we interact with everyday objects and 

spaces.  Highlights include the duo sliding around on office chairs in the back 

of a moving van, falling from an unbalanced table and dangling precariously 

from a ladder. 

Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) has toured internationally since 2001 

and in 2008 was displayed at Number 10 Downing Street, Courtesy of The 

Government Art Collection.   

Linda Saunders, Managing Director of The Public said, 

 



“To be exhibiting the work of two highly acclaimed film makers is a real coup 

for The Public.  Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) is both a humorous 

and thought provoking film that provides a fascinating insight into how we 

react to different environments.”  

Twenty Six (Drawing and Falling Things) by John Wood and Paul Harrison 

forms part of ‘The Art of Architecture’ a series of exciting exhibitions at The 

Public that look at how artists engage with the built environment and how 

artists influence the world around us. 

The exhibition will include the return to West Bromwich of Will Alsop, the 

original architect of the building and work by architecture and interior design 

students from Walsall College, Birmingham City University and Sheffield 

Hallam. Further highlights include suspended sculptural forms from Heather 

and Ivan Morison and photography from Andy Day and Rick Davies. 

 

The film will be at The Public from 27 January to 20 May 2012, Wednesday to 

Saturday, 10am – 5pm and Sunday, 11am – 3pm and is free to visit.   

 

For more information about exhibitions at The Public call 0121 533 7161 or 

visit www.thepublic.com.  

ENDS 

For further information contact David Wright, Marketing and Communications 

Co-ordinator at The Public on 0121 533 7147. 

 

The Public, New Street, West Bromwich, B70 7PG 

Telephone: 0121 533 7147 Facsimile: 0121 525 6975  

Email:  david_wright@sandwell.gov.uk 

 

The Public is a versatile public space and community arts centre, designed by 

architects Will Alsop and Julian Flannery and funded by contributions from: 

Sandwell MBC, European Regional Development Fund, Advantage West 

Midlands, Arts Council England and New Deal For Communities. 



 

 

 


